Mogridge - Hill and Mogridge – Cann Weddings in Pilton in 1936 and 1945
On Saturday 22nd February 1936 the wedding
took place at St Mary’s Church, Pilton, between
Reginald Charles Mogridge and Violet Phyllis Hill.
Both bride and groom lived in Mill Road,
Barnstaple. Reginald was the son of Frederick
Mogridge, a fisherman, and the then late Mrs
Tabitha Mogridge of 1 Mill Road. Violet was the
second daughter of Mr and Mrs Arthur Hill of 25,
Mill Road.
In the wedding photograph (left) the following
have been identified: The lady far left is Rose Hill
(née Guard), mother of the bride. The man behind
her is Arthur Hill, father of the bride. The child

bridesmaid, front left, is Rose Hill (married name
Bull), youngest sister of the bride. The
bridesmaid behind the bride is Millie Hill
(married name Bates), sister of the bride. The
man at the back, immediately behind the bride, is Thomas
Mogridge, brother of the groom and the best man. The man
behind and to the right of Violet is her new husband Reginald
Mogridge. The third bridesmaid, to the right of the picture at
the back, is Elsie Hill (already married to Fred Offield), eldest
sister of the bride. On the far right is Fred Mogridge, father of
the groom. The identity of the woman seated front right is
unknown.
The parents of the groom, Fred and Tabitha Mogridge, are
shown in this photograph.
A newspaper cutting from the North Devon Journal of 27th
February 1936 and these photographs were recently inherited
(in 2020) by Keri Lambert, the great grand-daughter of Fred
and Tabitha. The newspaper cutting is included on the second page of this story and gives a good
idea of how weddings used to be reported with details of the dresses, flowers and gifts.
After World War II, on 8th December 1945, Reginald’s brother, Stanley, was married to Alice A
Cann, the second daughter of Mr and Mrs R H Cann of 9 Bradiford also at St Mary’s Church, Pilton.
At both weddings the Vicar of Pilton, Rev. John Harrison, officiated and Tom Mogridge, the brother
of Reginald and Stanley, was the best man. Both Stanley and Alice did, at one time, work at the
Frandor Engineering Works in Bradiford. Stanley had been in the merchant navy before and
during the war and was well-known as the mate of the vessel ‘Purbeck’ around the Channel ports.
A later photograph of Alice Mogridge can already be found on The Pilton Story archive.
http://vimp.thepiltonstory.org/picture/Alice-Mogridge-ofPilton/e92a0814b6e58379e084d5662e642b6b
Particular thanks are due to Keri Lambert for sharing the story and photographs, and also to the
British Newspaper Archive and the North Devon Journal for some of the information. We would
love to have more information about both families and their descendants.

