
THE LAST 'KING' OF PILTON 
 

The first Pilton Festival was a two month series of events in June and July of 1982, and as 
part of the festivities a 'King' was proclaimed on the day of the Medieval Market and 
Historical Pageant on Saturday the 24th July. The 'King' was to be the youngest male from 
Pilton Parish born prior to that day.  Timmy and Jill Buckler, then from Bradiford, claimed 

that title for their son Luke 
who was born only nine 
days prior.  An extract 
from the North Devon 
Journal of the time 
describes the day.  
 
Also included here are 
photographs from the day.  
Below (left) is Timmy 
Buckler with his son Luke 
being announced to a 
crowd in front of Pilton 
House pavilion by Rev. 
Anthony Geering.  Below 
(right) are Timmy, Luke 
and Godparents John 
Mock and Dave Baglow. 
 

 
The following year the Buckler family 
emigrated to Australia and they have 
lived there since.  Luke's sister Penny 
followed and is now back in Barnstaple. 
Our Monarch now lives and works in 
Sydney where the third photograph 
(left) with Godfather John Mock was 
taken in 2015. 
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